JUST FOR KICKS MEN’S SOFTBALL RULES

SPRING/SUMMER 
                                 WEEK NIGHTS                          (rev. 9/2022)
General Overview of the Just for Kicks Softball League in house rules which follow:

· They are to be observed, understood and practiced by all players, mangers and coaches. Each team should have a copy of these rules in their possession at every game.

· They are to be understood and carried out by each umpire that officiates in this league. Each umpire should have a copy of these rules at every game in their possession.

· And MOST IMPORTANT the Just for Kicks Softball League can at any time make a (any) change/correction/addition or elimination to any rule contained here-in at any time with or without notice.

· Ignorance or “NOT KNOWING THE RULES” is unacceptable. Any response that “I do not know or I did not read the rules” places the team and players in jeopardy of winning any protest regarding the rules.

1.
UMPIRE FEES

The Umpire Fees are as follows:
 $55 from each team to each umpire per game, if there is only one umpire each 
team will pay that umpire $40.00 from each team for a total of $80. MOST IMPORTANT…EACH TEAM 
SHOULD HAVE THE UMPIRE FEE PRIOR TO THE START OF THE GAME…The umpire fees shall be 
paid prior to game start, along with a line up card, and an official ball from each team.  No game will 
proceed 
beyond this point if no line up card is submitted with the umpire fees and official balls to begin the game.

 2.  
PROTESTS

The protesting team must notify the game umpires (prefer the plate umpire) when the disputed point (rule or player) arises.  It will be the umpires’ job to notify the other team about the protest. Protests can only be for rule interpretations and player eligibility, that is, is a player on the team roster or is the player who is pitching qualified to pitch in the playoffs. A protest will not be entertained for a judgment call by either or both umpires. If it concerns a player’s eligibility, this can be done at any time during the game. It can be done either at the start of the game or when such player enters the game or just prior to the end of the game. For a player protest it must be done prior to the last out of the game.  A protest for a rule interpretation must be announced by the manager of the team prior to the next legal or illegal pitch. Both teams’ score books are to be noted that there is a protest and the reason for the protest. Once this procedure has been met, the umpires will sign both teams’ score books indicating the actual point when the game was protested and the game is being protested. All other information must be written such as, inning, number of outs, which team is up, who is the batter, any runners on base and the number of outs. The game will continue “Under Protest” and the game will be played to its completion or as time and conditions exist if the protest cannot be made at the field.  If the protest is not done at the field, a meeting will be held by the league director, the two (2) managers and one (1) or both of the umpires. The protesting team must have presented the $ 100.00 at the time of protest (at the game and at the point of protest during the game) to the home plate umpire. If the team does not have the $ 100.00 to give to the umpire at the game, there will be no protest. If you win the protest, the fee will be returned to the protesting team. If you lose the protest, the fee will not be returned to the protesting team. A call to the commissioner can be made at the time of the protest, from the field for discussion. If the commissioner cannot be reached, then the procedure for the protest must be followed. Written protest must be made to the League Director within 48 hours by both managers and both umpires provided the home plate umpire received the 100.00 protest fee at the game which is being protested.  The commissioner can pick a board of three managers (not involved) to resolve the protest if necessary or need be.  They (the protest committee) may confer with one player from each team, the managers and the game officials.   

Additional Notes regarding Protest Decisions:

· When a player is found not be on the teams roster sheet, the player is declared ineligibly to play in the game, the game is over and the protesting teams wins the game by protest.

· When a player is found pitching in a game and has not met the qualified amount of innings, the pitcher will be declared ineligible, illegal and not qualified to pitch. The game is over and the protesting team wins the game by protest.

· The commissioner in both of the above protests is not expected to bend on these decisions. The decisions are already decided by the infraction created by the team manager by not submitting an official roster sheet with all the players on the team and/or has not advised the commissioner of additional players that can be added once the roster sheet has been submitted.

The N-A Rule: Official Identification will be a valid Drivers License (or a valid picture ID for those that do not drive) from any state. The Drivers License must be on the person at the game for immediate presentation. There will be a maximum of 5 minutes allowed for a valid identification to be presented.  NO ID, a player will be declared illegal, not allowed to play, and the game is over by forfeit resulting from the protest. The team protesting wins by forfeit.   NO EXCEPTIONS. DO NOT ASK.

 3.
PLAYING RULES

Official A. S. A. rules according to the latest yearly and up-to-date rule book and the following rule changes, which take precedence.

The following rules along with the appropriate ASA sanctioned rules are to be understood, observed and practiced by each and every member participating in the Just for Kicks Softball League.

 4.
BALLS
 
Each team is supply a new “Debeer Clincher Regular F 12” softball at the start of each game. No “Gold” or “Corker” Clinchers are permitted. At the end of the game, the winner gets their choice of the two balls and the loser gets the other. Not having the correct ball can result in a forfeit. Let’s make sure this never happens.
 5.  
ROSTERS



REVISED DECEMBER 2013

“Official Just for Kicks Team Roster Sheets” must be submitted by the 4th week of the regular playing season. There is no roster player maximum. A team can have  25 players on their team roster. All roster players must have his/her name as it appears on a valid driver’s license or a valid picture ID. Each player must print their name legible so that it can be read easily. If a name is illegible, that name will not be accepted during a protest. This same roster player must sign the roster sheet in the space provided. This same roster player must sign this roster sheet in the space provided. If the roster sheet is not submitted properly, the commissioner or his alternative can reject the roster sheet. This means that an incomplete roster sheet can place the team in a situation of forfeiting a game or games because of this. Let’s make sure this does not happen. A team cannot have more than 25 on their team roster. If a player is not on the roster and a team protests an illegal player that game shall be a win for the protesting team. In order to qualify for the playoffs, a position ballplayer must have played 3 full games during the regular season.  On pitcher eligibility see point 29. For each week that the team roster sheet is not submitted to the commissioner, a $ 15.00 weekly fee will be imposed, if six weeks pass and the roster sheet is not submitted that teams schedule will be cancelled. To reinstate the delinquent team’s schedule, $90.00 is to be paid to the commissioner along with the team roster.  There will be no exceptions to this rule.

If a player is not to be on a team roster, the game is over. No exceptions. Do not ask for any exception to this rule.

It is up to the team manager to get the Roster to the Commissioner. The commissioner will not ask the team manger to submit a team roster. It is up to the team manager to get the roster “IN”. Do not blame the commissioner if a roster is not present during or after a protest of a team roster or a player or players on a team.
A player can be added to a team roster. The manager will email the name of the added player to the commissioner. The commissioner will add the name of the player to the team roster that the commissioner has in his possession.  A player can be added up to three weeks prior to the scheduled playoffs. 

MOST IMPORTANT FACTS REGARDING THE JFK “OFFICIAL” ROSTER SHEET

1. The official roster sheet of the JFK Softball League must be the form used to list the names, signatures as well as any other information requested of all team members. Any other facsimiles or pieces of paper will not be accepted. No Exceptions.

2. Once the 6th week of the regular season has been played during the regular season, a team roster will be accepted by the JFK League, dated but cannot be used for any protest. This means that a team protesting a team which submitted a roster after the 6th week is considered not to have a roster in place. No exceptions.

3. Once a roster has been given to the league, a position player can only be added up to the 6th week of the season, unless there is a serious injury to a player then the above rule 5, paragraph 4 will be in effect. No Exceptions.
The N-A Rule: Official Identification will be a valid Drivers License (or a valid picture ID for those that do not drive) from any state. The Drivers License must be on the person at the game for immediate presentation. There will be a maximum of 5 minutes allowed for a valid identification to be presented.  NO ID, a player will be declared illegal, not allowed to play, and the game is over by forfeit resulting from the protest. The team protesting wins by forfeit.   NO EXCEPTIONS. DO NOT ASK.

6.
INELIGIBLE BALLPLAYERS
All softball players of a team must be listed on the team roster sheet. The official roster sheet of the Just for Kicks Softball league will be the only accepted roster sheet. Copies are available from the league commissioner or on the JFK Website which is  …  jfksoftball.com  …   look under the “PLAYING RULES”. There will be no exceptions to this rule. No other form will be accepted by the league. If a ballplayer not listed on this roster is found to be in a game by the offended team and this team lodges a proper protest (see point # 5, listed above) and such ballplayer is found to be ineligible and not on the team roster, said game is over and this ball game is forfeited to the protesting team. The team with the ineligible ball player loses the game
7.  
POSTPONEMENTS

Games may be postponed by mutual consent of both teams, but it must be done at least one week before the scheduled game time. The teams are responsible to contact each other to postpone a scheduled game. The league director or his assistant must be notified in order to cancel umpires.  If notification is not received one-week prior, a forfeit fee will be imposed on each team.  


When a team, any team requests a bye for any games be it for any division in any league (weeknights, Saturday, Sundays) one week or more after a schedule has been released and posted, the team unable to play will automatically be given 2 wins. Should the team that has been given 2 wins be asked to play a game or games with another team then these additional games will count as either wins or losses or a combination of both. 

8.
FORFEITS



Revised December 2012
After a 20-minute grace period from the scheduled starting time, if a team does not have 8 players ready to play, it forfeits the game and must pay both umpires. The team will be unable to play another game until such umpires are paid. It is under consideration that if one team can give a player to the other team with less than 8 players, then the game can be played and counted as a regular scheduled game, and be counted in the standings. The 9th and 10th and 11th (extra hitter) and 12th  (second extra hitter) and D.H. ballplayers can be added at any time and must bat in the 9th, 10th, 11th  and 12th  spots in the batting order.  The D.H. is permitted when a game starts with 8 ballplayers.  There will be a recorded out should a team begin the game with 8 ballplayers.

When a team forfeits on the field, the forfeiting team will be given 1 loss, while the team ready to play will be given 1 win. 2 of each (2 wins---2 losses) when we are playing doubleheaders
When a team advises the commissioner that they are unable to play as late as Night before (by 6:00 pm) a regular scheduled game the next night the team unable to play will be given one (1) loss and the team ready to play will be given 1 win. This will be enforced if the game cannot be made up at a later mutually convenient date.
When a team does forfeits a game or a doubleheader, the forfeit fee given to the league will be used to pay the umpires that were ready to officiate the game. The team that has forfeited has 3 days in which to replenish the leagues’ forfeit fee. In the event the forfeit fee is not replenished, the schedule for the forfeiting team will be canceled.

Please Take Note of the following regarding PLAYOFF STATUS:

When a team forfeits on the day of play, the forfeiting team forfeits the right to any playoff games as determined by the Commish. Any such forfeit on the day of play will be reviewed by the Commish as to the circumstances and events that led to such a forfeit. All important facts will be taken into consideration which will be followed by a decision by the commish as to whether or not the forfeiting team can or cannot take part in any playoff games.
AN ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT NOTE:

When a team advises the commissioner that they are unable to play at least 7 days before the scheduled game or games, the team unable to show up WILL NOT BE GIVEN a loss. HOWEVER, THE TEAM THAT WAS READY TO PLAY WILL BE GIVEN a win. No forfeit fee will be charged to the team unable to show only in this situation, that is, advising the league at least 7 days in advance of the scheduled time.

9.
FIELD CONDITIONS



Revised Dec. 2012

Condition # 1 If it has drizzled the night before or it is raining on the day of the game.


If there is any doubt as to whether a field is too wet to be played on, both teams are to report to their assigned field 
with enough players (eight) to begin the single or doubleheader contest at least 20 minutes prior to the scheduled 
game start, as per the schedule prepared by the league director. The umpires assigned to the game (s) will determine 
if the field is playable. The league director or his assistant is not responsible for calling the game when there has 
been a drizzle or some rain either the night before or the day of the game.  All games will be decided on the field 
under these conditions. Teams and umpires must show up. This simply means that all teams, all players and the 
umpires assigned to the game, are to report to the field no matter the weather conditions.

Condition # 2 If it has rained heavily for 3 days, 2 days, or I day prior to a scheduled game.

If it has rained for several days prior to the scheduled game(s) the umpires assigned to the game as well as the 
managers can contact the League Director to find out if the game(s) are on or not. The League Director will 
make the decision as to whether or not the game(s) will be played under these conditions maintaining first and 
foremost the safety of the teams’ players.
Condition # 3 as agreed upon at the March 2010 Team Meetings 
In the event of rain either the day before or on the day of play, all team players, managers and the umpires will report to the field. It will be up to the umpires to decide if the game is playable or not. At the team meetings this was discussed and agreed to. All teams were asked to bring shovels and rakes…(NO BROOMS)… to make an attempt to fix the field in which they are about to play on. The only exception is that no one is allowed to fix a field at “Miller Field”.
Teams are asked to call 718-494-2244. A recording will advise if the games(s) are canceled, or advise if the players and umpires are to report to the fields and let the umpires decide if the fields are playable or not. Our objective here is to play as many games during the regular season and playoffs as possible. There might be a day in which certain fields are unplayable while others are. The recording will advise this as well.

DO NOT CALL THE COMMISSIONERS CELL PHONE ON THE DAY WHEN IT IS RAINING. CALL THE LAND LINE 718-494-2244 LISTED ABOVE, AFTER 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm and FOLLOW DIRECTIONS GIVEN ON THE VOICE MAIL.
 10.   BASES




Revised December 2012

The home team is responsible for supplying the bases.  Each team must have its own set of bases, including the orange/white 1st base and the other two white bases. The orange and white first base combination is mandatory. The use of two separate bases for first base is not permitted. If only one base is available, then use only one base for first. With the orange base used as first base the defensive player attempting to make the put out can touch either base for the put out.  This also means that the batter-runner can touch either base and be credited to having touched first base. The latter two statements should occur when a collision is about to take place at first base.  (Umpire Discretion)

If both teams do not have bases then this is considered a double forfeit. Each team will be given 2 losses and each team must replenish the 50.00 forfeit fee within 3 days of the forfeit. If the forfeit is not given to the league that teams schedule will be cancelled.
If only one team has the bases, then those bases must be used and the team supplying the bases will be the home team for a single game or a doubleheader.

If umpires have bases, the umpires have the authority to charge for the bases in order to prevent a double forfeit. The fee from each team cannot exceed 10.00.
11.    FIELDERS



Revised December 2012

Fielders: 10 players on defense, 4 outfielders, 4 infielders, a pitcher and a catcher. (outfielders in the outfield grass)

A team cannot have 9 players and bat only 8. A team cannot have 10 players and bat only 9. If a team so decides not to bat the extra player then an out will be declared at the last batting position.
12.       “ THE  8” MAN RULE
 
              Game must start with 8 players, with an automatic out.

              Field Players 9 and 10 can be added at any time. There is no inning restriction. 

              The O. P. or E. H. can be added at any time. There is no inning restriction.
              A D. H. can be added at any time. There is no inning restriction.
13. 
OFFENSIVE PLAYER  (O. P.)  or  E. H. – EXTRA HITTER                                     

A team may have 12 twelve batters. The 2 O. P.’s  or E. H. ‘s are the 11th and 12th hitters (they can bat in any position in the batting order) and may take a fielders position. His substitute (for the O.P.)  must bat in the same position in the batting order vacated by the original O.P. who left the game.  The original O.P. and each designated O. P. cannot re-enter the game.  If one team wants to use a second OP (EH), its ok provided the 1st and 2nd OP (EH) are listed on the line-up card if known prior to game start. These offensive players must be added later to the line-up card if one or two extra hitters enter the game after line-ups have already been submitted to the plate umpire. When a player shows up late the decision to enter the game as an O.P. is immediate and is not to be abused. The offensive hitter (s) can be added at any time. There is no inning restriction when an O.P (extra hitter) can enter the game.  Short Note: An extra hitter, can be one or two, can enter the game as a defensive ball player in any field position. The extra hitter must always bat in the same position in the batting order whether he is batting or playing a field position.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
14.
DESIGNATED HITTER (D. H.)


The D. H. is a batter that bats in place of another player.   He can only take the field for the payer he bats for and he is no longer a D. H.  This is a flip/flop position. The Designated Hitter can be added at any time. There is no inning restriction when a Designated Hitter can enter the game.
15.
BOTH O. P. AND D. H.

Both teams may use an O. P. or (EH - extra hitter) and a D. H.  This will allow a team to bat 11, or 12 players, field 10 players and have 13 players active in any game.
16.
 STATEN ISLAND  ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT

It is appreciated if the winning team would call in the game to the S. I. Advance.  Their telephone number is 718-981-1234, ask for the sports department or press # 2 for the sports department. Tell them you are reporting a score for the Just for Kicks Men’s Softball League. You can tell the Advance some of the highlights of the game…it might be printed!  The score will be printed which is good for those teams that are sponsored.
17.
EJECTED PLAYER  UPDATED

Revised February 2012

Any player who is ejected from the game by an umpire is automatically suspended from playing in the next scheduled game, unless the umpires at the field decide to allow the player to play in the second game. The ejected ball player may be fined. If a player is ejected from a game, he must leave the playing field and ballpark, that is, if the umpire decides this to be in the best interest for the game being played. If the ejected ball player does not leave the field of play and the ball park, the umpires can end the contest with a win going to the other team. In the case of an ejection where the team has no eligible substitutes, an out is declared in the line-up. Under no circumstances can a game proceed with less than eight (8) players. If the ejection involves any verbal or physical abuse to an umpire, the following are the penalties: 
· For Verbal Abuse, immediate ejection from the game and if there is a second game ejection from that game as well umpires discretion. The umpires have a right to also remove the ejected player from playing in the 2nd game. The umpires can also allow an ejected player to play in the 2nd game provided the ejected player behaves himself and shows self control. 

· The ejected player must remove himself from the field and essentially go home when asked by the umpire(s). A $ 50.00 fine will be imposed to the player and the team. This $ 50.00 fine must be paid prior to the next game or there will be no next game. 

· For Physical Abuse of any kind either to an umpire, opposing player or to a team mate or to a fan, the abusing player/person will be banned for the remaining regular season including any playoff games. The team will be fined a total of $150.00 and must be paid before the next game or there will be no next game. 

The player/person banned for the season in which he/she cannot play in the league can on a yearly basis submit a written appeal to the commissioner. This appeal will be reviewed by the commissioner for a ruling as to whether the banned player will be allowed to once again participate in any upcoming softball season.  
 
18.
MERCY RULE
In the week night games there must be an equal amount of at bats. Therefore, if after 5 innings the visiting team goes ahead by ten runs the Home team must bat in order to satisfy the “equal amount of at bat rule”. 
19.
TIME RULE

In the week night games there is no time limit. A game will be played to completion.  A tie can only occur when there is no more time allowed due to darkness. If a game is called due to darkness, the game score will revert back to the last full inning played, that is, both the top and bottom on an inning has been played to 3 outs. A game will start on time when either both teams have the minimum of “8” players.  It is therefore, a team’s responsibility to have at least eight men, on time to start the game on time according to the scheduled time. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE TIME RULE PLEASE REFER TO RULES 21 and 32.
20.
STANDINGS

Standings will be determined by percentage points. There can be a tie! A tie is considered one half (1/2) a win and is calculated as .5 when the percentages are being done.
21.
TIME LIMIT

There is no time limit. 
22.
INJURY

An injury during the game cannot cause a forfeit.  The injured player’s spot in the batting order is an automatic out, if there are no other ballplayers available on the team bench.  If the team that has the injured ballplayer has an extra ballplayer or ballplayers on the bench, a substitute can be made. An O. P. or E. H. can be made to substitute for an injured ball player. When this takes place, there is still an automatic out for the injured ball player, and the substitute O. P. or E. H. must maintain his original position in the line-up. An ejected ballplayer can never be made to substitute for an injured ballplayer.  Under no circumstances can a team play with less than 8 ballplayers. 

23.
TIE BREAKERS  * Tie breakers can be for position and final playoff spot.


Since we use percentage as a method of selecting teams that make the playoffs, and since we play with a time limit and there are times when a team or teams have ties as part of their records of wins and losses, the tie will be used in the event there are 2 teams with identical records. The tie will count as a ½ win. 

If there are 2 or more teams with the same percentage, the team with the least amount of losses will determine the final standings. For example if a team is 2 - 7 - 1 with a percent of .250 and a team with a record of 2 - 8 - 2 with the same percent, .250, then the team with the least amount of losses will be the higher team in the standings.  If the losses are the same then the team with more victories will be the higher team in the standings. Example 5 – 5 and 4 – 5 – 2 both have a .500 %, therefore, the team with 5 wins will be the higher team in the final standings.

If there are teams that have the same percentage with the same record (wins, losses and ties are the same) then head to head will determine the final standings  ….. if head to head results in a tie then defensive/offensive runs scored in the head to head will be the deciding factor ….. if there is a tie in defensive/offensive scoring then there will be a flip of a coin.

For identical records of wins, losses and ties the following methods will be used for the final standings….

a)  
Head to Head (W _ L)

b)
Head to Head Runs    

c)
Coin Flip





24.
CONDUCT

Cursing will not be tolerated in any way.  If a player or coach uses obscene language or gestures, the umpire will call a strike to the team’s next batter or the batter already in the batter box at the time of infraction. This rule will be strictly enforced.  Umpires will be treated properly.  Only the manager can question umpires’ ruling on a rule or rules.  An umpire cannot be questioned on a judgement call.  All judgement calls by an umpire are final.

25. 
BAT THROWING



Revised December 2012


NOTE:  Bat throwing is an instant ejection!  “No exceptions”. A fine will be imposed to the offending player.
If the fine is not paid prior to the next game the offending player will be suspended 3 games.

26. 
RE-ENTRY

A starting player or his substitute may re-enter the game in the same position in the batting order he vacated.  Note:  If a pitcher is removed because of two trips in an inning, he may re-enter the game but not as the pitcher.   Re-entry does not apply to the (EH) O.P., See point #13. Fur further Clarification, see your ASA rulebook. A starting player and his substitute can enter the game twice, after the second time the player is removed he can no longer participate in the game.

27.  
NO CRASH

An offensive player cannot deliberately crash into a defensive player if he has the ball or about to catch the ball.  No take out sliding – umpires judgement – an out plus an automatic ejection will be the result. A heavy fine and possible removal from the league if in the umpires’ discretion that the crash was deliberate. See your ASA rulebook for further clarification.   

28.  
BLOOD RULE

If a player is bleeding or has blood on his uniform he must correct this situation in reasonable time or leave the game.  See ASA official rule book for further clarification.
29.
ELIGIBILITY       FOR PITCHERS TO BE QUALIFIED

In order for pitchers to qualify for the playoffs the following rule will be in effect. A Pitcher must pitch a total of 18 innings in the Spring/Summer Week Night Leagues. If a pitcher pitches in the playoffs and has not pitched the required 18 innings, that pitcher will be considered illegal, ineligible and not qualified to pitch in the playoffs. A protest of this rule can occur at any time during and after the game. 
This rule was put into place and adopted to prevent “RINGER PITCHERS” to come down and only pitch in the playoffs. It was designed to prevent teams form cheating in the playoffs.
If for any and all emergency circumstances (and it really has to be an emergency  …  no excuses such as the pitcher quit, or could not make it) (or some other trivial excuse  ..  to be determined by the commish) a team that does not have a qualified, legal or eligible pitcher shows up at a playoff game, there is a solution.
Call the commish  ..  he will pick a roster player, a player know by the commish. This player picked by the commish will be a player who probably never pitched before. This will allow the playoff games to be played. The opposing team should agree.
If the commish cannot get there and time is of the essence to get the started either one or both of the umpires can select a position player which the opposing team should agree.
The NO SECOND CHANCE RULE:
If a pitcher is found to be illegal, ineligible and not qualified to pitch, the game is over and there are no second chances, that is, either manager cannot give the other team a second chance to either begin the game over or begin the game at a certain inning. NO EXCEPTIONS. DO NOT ASK.
Other important pitching notes:

1. A pitcher can only pitch for one team in the Week Night Leagues. 

2. A pitcher listed on the ASA pitching “A” and “B” list cannot pitch in the Just for Kicks League. Do not ask.

3. A pitcher cannot pitch in the Just for Kicks League once he/she has thrown three (3) illegal pitches.

4. Once the commissioner has placed the pitcher on the internal “A” pitching list, the listed pitcher can only pitch in the “A” division of the Just for Kicks League or be considered not to pitch in the Just for Kicks Men’s League.

5. If a pitcher cannot pitch according to the expected rules of pitching in this league, a pitcher will not be allowed to pitch.

6. Once a pitcher pitches for a higher division, that pitcher cannot pitch for a lower division team. An example would be that if a pitcher pitches for a "B" division team, that pitcher can never pitch for a "C" division team. If the same pitcher pitches for an "A" division team in a different season, this pitcher can never pitch for any lower division (be it "B" or "C"). Once labeled an “A” pitcher, this pitcher can never pitch in a lower division in this league. This could change based on review by the umpire in chief, the commissioner and several managers of the division the pitcher wishes to pitch in. 
7. A pitcher can only pitch for one team in the week night league unless reviewed by the commissioner, the chief umpire and the other teams in the division in question.

8. In the playoffs and inly in the playoffs (all rounds) a pitcher cannot pitch back to back games. In a 2 out of 3 a pitcher pitching in 2 games must pitch games 1 and the “if” game 3. A pitcher cannot pitch games 1 and 2 or 2 and the 3 “if” game.

The pitching rules are simply and they are as follows:

1. One (1) foot on the pitching rubber.

2. A pitcher cannot rock back and then go forward.

3. A pitcher cannot crack his/her elbow on the delivery to the plate.

4. The pitching hand must be no more than six (6) inches from his/her side.

5. A pitcher cannot hit the side of his leg on the delivery to the plate.

6. A pitcher must have his/her shirt, chest view faced at all times towards the plate.

7. Both the pitchers feet must be seen by the home plate umpire.

30.
BASE RUNNERS …NO LEADS

Base runners cannot leave the base until the ball, is released by the pitcher.  If caught by an umpire an out is declared and no pitch is allowed.  Base runners can be picked off their base.  This is a force play.  If the throw is errant all base runners must re-touch their occupied base(s) prior to advancing to the next base(s). The team on defense must make the appeal (live or dead ball) if they believe that the base runners did not re-touch the base.
31.
COURTESY RUNNERS

Courtesy runners are allowed for any all players that are batting in the game. Once a courtesy runner is used for a player, that player must always have a courtesy runner each time he has successfully reached a base, be it 1st, 2nd or 3rd. The courtesy runner must be the last batted out.  If the courtesy runner is hurt, the previous batted out can be the runner, or another runner…umpires discretion. The batter runner must be replaced once the batter runner reaches his final base, (be it a single, double, or triple), before the next legal or illegal pitch. Once a pitch is thrown no courtesy runner is allowed unless there is an injury…again umpires’ discretion. This is for a batter who has not had a courtesy runner during his pervious at bat or at bats. Once a batter reaches a base and he has been designated to receive a courtesy runner in his previous at bats, the courtesy runner must be inserted into the game once the ball has become dead. No Exceptions.

This is not a rule in which a team can have a courtesy runner and then decide not to have a courtesy runner. Once a courtesy runner has been used during the game for a batter in the game a courtesy runner must be used for the entire game for that batter.

32.      GAME START
            Games will start on time, per schedule, earlier if both teams have 8 ballplayers.

33.      CATCHERS’ MASK


           A Catchers’ Mask must have an extended throat protector and/or separate throat protector.
34.      GLOVES


           Any glove can be used at any position.  Refer to the ASA manual for further clarification.
35.      GROUND RULES
            Each Field is different and has its own set of “Ground Rules”. The umpires will discuss each field’s         
ground rules prior to the game start. For example, at Willowbrook Field # 5, if a ball is hit towards the 
right field fence it will be declared a home run if it clears the fence and stays out. If the ball hits the trees 
and bounces back onto to the field of play, the ball is considered to have hit a wall is considered as a ball 
in play as a fair ball.
36.
THE USE of “CONES”



Revised December 2012

A small plastic cone should be placed on each of the left and right field foul lines. This will eliminate any 
discussions about whether a ball is fair or foul. It is up to each team to have a set (2) of cones, give them 
to the umpires and assist in setting the cones on each foul/fair line on the field. Umpires should have cones as well. A team must insist that these “CONES” be used during the games.

Though cones are to be supplied by the umpires it makes great sense for teams to also have cones in the event umpires fail to bring them. Cones eliminate arguments as to whether a ball is fair or foul. So here, the strongest recommendation is that teams also have cones available to be placed as foul lines. 

37.
PLAYOFFS



Revised December 2012

The number of teams that make the playoffs and the playoff format will be determined at the team 
meetings. The playoffs will begin on the projected date as per the schedule given to all the teams. A 
season 
schedule will not be extended or changed due to weather or any other unforeseen events.
A new playoff format was introduced and discussed at the team meetings. The format will be 6 teams from each division. Teams must play for a playoff spot. The playoff spot must be earned and not just given because of entry into the league. The first round will be a single game elimination with the two (2) top seeds drawing a bye. The second and final rounds will be the best 2 out of 3. For the second and final rounds, the 2 out of 3 will be played in a single week, weather permitting.
In all week night playoff games, games must be played to completion, unless a mercy rule ends the game. Should a playoff game be called due to darkness or rain/lightning or any other unforeseen event, the game is suspended and will continue the next night from the point of suspension.   

The commish will pick the field on which all playoff games will be played. The commish at any time can change the format, the number of teams that make the playoffs and can change seeding to accommodate teams that cannot play on certain days or dates. This shall be done in order to make it as simply as possible so teams can participate in the playoff process. 
38. 
 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES & SMOKING
There is no Alcoholic beverage drinking allowed on or near any fields in which recreational softball is played. If you, or any member of your team, or any guest of your team is caught drinking anywhere near the field dugout, behind the backstop, on the field, near the field of play .... anywhere near the field in which you are or were asked to play, you and your team will be removed from the league. Your team schedule will be removed from the master schedule. There will be no refunds given to the expelled team. This drinking policy is by order of the Parks Department, both New York City and Gateway (Miller Fields and Ft Wadsworth). Alcoholic beverages are beverages that have an alcoholic content which includes all Alcoholic beverages, All alcoholic beers, All alcoholic coolers, teas, mixes, and anything that has an alcoholic content.  What your team and guests can drink is water, soda and Gatorade type sport drinks. 
There is no SMOKING allowed on any field nor in the dugout at all New York City Park fields. 
39.
PLAYOFFS




Revised  JANUARY 2017 


The number of teams that make the playoffs and the playoff format was determined at the team 
meetings. The playoffs will begin on the projected date as per the schedule given to all the teams. A 
season 
schedule will not be extended or changed due to weather or any other unforeseen events.

The format will be 6 teams from each division. Teams must play and earn their way for a playoff spot. The playoff spot must be earned and not just given because of entry into the league. Teams have also expressed a desire to have more than 6 teams in order to eliminate teams having any byes in the playoffs. As always, this league, The Just for Kicks Softball League reserves the right to change the playoff format at any time, during any season, which would be based on the number of teams in the division and the availability for fields that can be used during the playoffs.
All playoff rounds will be the best of 2 out of 3, played on the same day. In the first and second rounds games will have a time limit and in the event of a tie after 7 complete innings the “International Rule” will be enforced for each inning after the seventh (7th) inning. The International rule is as follows:

In the top of the eight and each half inning after, the last batted out from the previous inning is placed on second base. No courtesy runners are allowed, NO EXCEPTIONS. A pinch runner can be used when a team has extra players on the bench. The original player can be re-entered, and the pinch runner cannot be used again. The pinch runner used can no longer enter the game as a runner, batter or as a defensive replacement. This player is done for that game. For the final round, there will be no “Time Limit” and no “International Rule’”.

The commish will at times make a decision as to whether or not to increase the number of playoff teams to 8 or more. This depends solely on the amount of teams in the division in which a possible 8 or more teams can play in the playoffs. The increase to 8 or more making the playoffs in any division in any season will be based on the number of fields available for teams to play on. All playoff games must be played on a single Saturday or Sunday without exception.
In the past, teams have had the privilege to select both time and field for the playoffs. Because of the extreme pressure and stress placed on the commish during the playoffs, this will no longer be the case. The commish will select both the time and field for teams to play. The schedule will be posted to the website and unfortunately because of the undue advantage taken by the teams in the past, if a team cannot play, then the games will be canceled and the team that cannot play at the assigned time and field will be eliminated/removed from the playoffs. This extreme measure is the result of absolute selfish behavior by any team that refuses to acknowledge the concerns of anyone but themselves.
When you joined the Just for Kicks Softball league you automatically agreed to abide by both the League (JFK) house rules and the rules set forth in the latest ASA Softball rule book which is published yearly. Not knowing the rules is no fault of the league commissioner, the league umpires, the other manager or any player. If one so desires not to know the rules that is the concern of that player and not that of anyone else.

Knowing the rules, has its advantages and each manager, co-manager, captain, player and umpire should be aware of this and make every effort to not only knowing the rules but by abiding by the rules set forth herein.

40. 
YOUR SEASON SCHEDULE
Revised December 2012
Your team schedule has been prepared as best as it can be. All requests were taken into consideration and applied as best as possible for the two (2) teams that will be playing. You and your team are asked to play on the day as listed on the schedule. This is a customized schedule.  You and your team will follow the schedule as it is. There will be no changes to the schedule. Once the schedule is prepared and sent to the manager by email, the schedule is in cement and it will not be changed. You and you team will play according to the master schedule.
Time and field changes have gotten totally out of control and for this reason, for the new season beginning 2013 no changes will be made for whatever reason given by a team to the league. If a change is requested the 2 teams involved must speak to each other, decide as to where (field) and at what time they will play and advise the commish. The commish will no longer be involved with any schedule change other than to be advised and simply “CONFIRM” the change as agreed by both teams. Once advised, the commish will amend the schedule to the new time and field. This change in schedule must be completed by both teams by the Thursday, prior to the upcoming Sunday.
The commish will supply each manager with telephone numbers so that both managers can converse and decide. This process eliminates the many call to both managers by the league. It is much easier for 2 people to agree to a change and eliminate a third party which would be the commish.
If a team cannot give the league 3 NIGHTS in which to play during the week, the team will not be accepted into the Just for Kicks Softball League.
Be advised that once the schedule has gone past Memorial Day which is usually the last Monday in May,  ALL SUBSEQUENT NIGHT GAMES will be scheduled as DOUBLEHEADERS beginning at 6:00 pm.
41. 
ILLEGAL PITCHER 


Revised December 2012
An illegal pitcher is a pitcher that has "pitched" three (3) illegal pitches to the plate. Once this occurs and three (3) pitches have been pitched either in one game or multiple games, that pitcher will no longer be allowed to pitch in the following scheduled game or games. Should this same pitcher be found illegal 2 additional times (a total of 6 more illegal pitchers) the commish has every right to ask this pitcher to longer pitch in the Just for Kicks Softball Leagues. All teams are expected to have a “pitcher” that throws legally, as outlined by the leagues’ pitching rules. The commissioner and his appointed assistant have the right to expel a pitcher who is “illegal” who does not conform to the pitching rules of the Just for Kicks Softball League. 
42. 
AN OFFICIAL SCORER

Revised December 2012
This is an area in which the league must adopt, in order to stop the playing of roster players in only the playoffs.
It is highly recommended that score keepers be present at games. This process will eliminate teams from bringing down “ringer players” for the playoffs and insure that players on a team’s roster play a minimum amount of games in order to qualify to be part of a team’s playoff team.

43. The OFFICIAL WEBSITE of the JUST for Kicks Softball League





New November 2012

It has been extremely frustrating to have a website and no one reads the important information contained therein. For this reason beginning in the spring of 2013 for both Week Night and Sunday Leagues and continued to the Fall of 2013 and beyond, the website for the Just for Kicks League will be used extensively to communicate with all members/players of the teams playing softball.

The commish sends out emails and no one responds. The commish calls managers and no one picks up the phone. Text messages are sent and only sometimes are they confirmed. Therefore, to eliminate the frustration of communicating will all league players, managers, coaches and spectators the website referred to as JFKSOFTBALL.Com will be used to communicate to all team personnel.

All important announcements will be posted on the home page. If a change of schedule is posted there will be an alert for that particular day, as to time and field on the actual schedule located on the “SCHEDULE PAGE”.

There is no apology for the above action taken by the league. It is to eliminate the many avenues of communication down to a single entity. So from henceforth, please on a daily basis more than 1 team member should be going on to the website to gather any information regarding when and where a team is playing.

The website has all the data needed. How to get to a field. The official roster sheet. The General Information Sheet. The ground rules for the fields on which you play and FINALLY THE RULES OF THE JUST FOR KICKS SOFTBALL LEAGUE.
44. Team Management

New June 2013
The teams’ manager and his assistant (be it a coach or captain) must at all times maintain control over his players, spectators, friends, and families before, during and immediately after any and every game scheduled and played in the JFK Softball League.

 If during any objection to a play, a call by an umpire, teams engaging in verbal abuse or bulling from opposing sides it is up to management to put a stop to this display of unsporting conduct. If players from opposing sides become engaged in an altercation of any kind be it physical or verbal abuse the management of both teams must at all times be in the forefront and maintain absolute control over each and every player including any spectators, friends, family members) on his team. 

Management (coach, captain or an assistant) cannot and should not be the instigators in any adverse activity before, during or after any scheduled and played game in the JFK Softball league

Failure to do so will result in suspension of management (coach, captain or an assistant) and players engaging in such activity from future games and or seasons in the JFK Softball league. A fine of 150.00 will be imposed on the offending team or teams. Failure to pay this fine 3 days after the incident will result in the forfeiture of that team’s season and playoff schedule.

When players on offense decide to cross the foul lines and engage in any altercation with the defensive team on the field, those players are automatically ejected from the game and will be advised to get into their cares and go home. If enough ejected players are removed from the game and said team has less than 8 players, the game is over by forfeit.

This RULE # 44 TEAM MANAGEMENT has been added as teams think it is wise to behave as infants rather than mature and responsible adults. This league will no longer tolerate such childish behavior at any time from any player, spectator, friend or family member of a team. Failure to comply with this rule at any time will result in a player or the entire team removed from the league with NO REFUNDS of any kind.
45. RACIAL /DEROGATORY REMARKS

New June 2013
This country of our has undergone some radical changes over the past 5o years, but one thing is certain  ..  respect for one’s race, skin color,  religion and sexual orientation must, without question, be upheld.

Therefore, any remarks aimed at any player, spectator, friend or family member before, during or after any game scheduled and played in the JFK Softball league will not be tolerated. The offending “person” if a player will be ejected, and suspended for the remainder of the season and playoffs and must make application to be part of the next season in this league. A fine will be imposed on the offending team or teams. Failure to pay this fine 3 days after the incident will result in the forfeiture of that team’s season and playoff schedule.
If the offending person is found to be a spectator, friend and family member, the offending team will be held responsible. The person that will be held responsible will be the manager or coach of the offending team. The penalty will be suspension for the remainder of the season and playoffs and must make application to be part of the next season in this league. A fine will be imposed on the offending team or teams. Failure to pay this fine 3 days after the incident will result in the forfeiture of that team’s season and playoff schedule.
46. To be used as the season progresses
The commissioner can assign a designated person to act on his behalf at any time at any field to handle any league situation.
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